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Lever Installation 

Tools Needed 

 7/16 combo wrench 

 Duct tape 

 Concrete mixing trough and hoe 

 Shovel 

 Small level 

 Sharpie marker 

Additional Materials Needed 

 ¾ Galvanized pipe (length to be determined by site requirements) 

 60# or 80# bag of premix concrete 

 Water  

 Plastic grocery bag 

Note: It is hardly cost effective to include a bag of concrete in the well pump kit.  This item is readily available at any home 

center or hardware store.  Additionally the ¾ galvanized pipe, the length which has to be determined on site, is not 

included for the same reason.   

Begin with the end in mind.  See the photo on the last page to see what the final assembly will look like.  Your 

installation may differ depending on your site and well. 

 

Determine the length of ¾ galvanized pipe required for your well.  Home centers will sell such pipe in one foot 

increments from 1-5 feet.  Measure the height of the top of the surge chamber to the ground and round up to the 

next foot, add another foot for the depth of the hole in which you will bed the bottom of the pipe into.  Go to the 

home center and buy the pipe and a 60# or 80# bag of pre mix concrete. 

 

Remove the SURGE CHAMBER CAP  and seal the top by stuffing a plastic grocery bag into the surge chamber.  

Place the CAP and NUT in a safe place to prevent loss 

 

 

  

Grocery  bag keeps dirt 

and bugs out 

SURGE 

CHAMBER 
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Measure 6-1/16 inch from the top of the pipe and make with a sharpie.  Use duct tape to securely attach the top of 

the WONDER BLOCK  at this mark.  For those wondering, yes I did all the math here, trigonometry height of 

eyebolts, diameter of pipes etc. 

 

Determine where you want the pivot post (pipe) to be, taking into account where the bucket is and where you 

want to stand while pumping etc. Dig a hole here about 1 foot deep. Adjust the hole depth until you can tape the 

other end of the WONDER BLOCK even with the top of the SURGE CHAMBER.  Tape the Pipe, WONDER 

BLOCK and SURGE CHAMBER together as shown.  Ensure that WONDER BLOCK and pipe are level and 

plumb. 
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Mix the concrete according to the instructions.. 

 

Partially fill the hole with concrete and recheck level and plumb 

 

Finish filling the hole with concrete and do a final check for level and plumb, tamp the concrete with the hoe to 

eliminate voids in the mixture.  Brace if needed and let cure for 3 days (yes it takes that long). Jumping the gun 

here can cause cracks in the concrete. 

 

  



APOCALYPSE WELL PUMPS.COM 
 

 
 

P
ag

e4
 

Remove the tape and WONDER BLOCK and thread the pivot point pipe cap onto the pivot post.  This does not have to be 

tight but the lever should be aligned with the pump rod in the SURGE CHAMBER. Do not use the lever as a “Wrench” to 

tighten the cap, finger tight is more than enough. 

 

Use two 7/16 wrenches to remove the eyebolt at the end of the lever,  Note that there is a nylon spacer captured by the 

eyebolt.  If this is lost or wears out, any hardware store has a .257 ID x .500 OD x .250 long nylon spacer. 

 

Remove the plastic grocery bag from the SURGE CHAMBER, Replace the SURGE CHAMBER CAP and NUT. Thread 

the COUPLING NUT onto the PUMP ROD and gently tighten the two JAM NUTS against each other to hold everything in 

place. Bolt the EYEBOLT with the captured NYLON SPACER into the lever arm end as depicted below.  Ensure the 

EYEBOLT can pivot freely. 
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The pump is now ready to pump water.  The finished assembly should look like the photo below.  Additional steps that you 

may want to take are to level out a spot for the bucket. Place concrete pavers where you will stand or build a platform to 

stand on if the top of your well casing is high above ground level. Additional concrete may be needed if soil conditions 

warrant. If you have live stock or children you may want to build a fence around the pump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the mathematically gifted you might wonder about the rod alignment while pumping.  Good question, there are 

articulated lever designs that can solve this problem but they are considerably more expensive.  In our test we have found 

that this is really not an issue since the flexibility of the PVC pipe, PUMP ROD and the pivot post absorb this minor 

misalignment. All the math associated with the WONDER BLOCK and installation results in the alignment of the lever arm 

and PUMP ROD in the lowest position where alignment is most important.  Any misalignment in this position can be 

solved by adjusting the height of the well head (Loosen U-bolt and adjust) Any wear associated with this is concentrated 

on the hole of the SURGE CHAMBER CAP, this may get enlarged after years of use, but this part can be replaced for 

about $1.   

Remember do not just survive the apocalypse thrive.   

 

 

 

Optional 

plug 


